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Language & Culture
Test

Part A

Grammar and vocabulary

A  Tick (() the correct sentence in each pair.
Example: 
a
Oh no, it rains! 
b
Oh no, it’s raining! (
1 
a
I really like fantasy books and films. 

b
I’m really liking fantasy books and films.
2 
a
In my country, the sun shines every day in summer. 

b
In my country, the sun is shining every day in summer. 
3 
a
I stay with a friend for a few days. 

b
I’m staying with a friend for a few days. 
4
a
This orange juice is delicious, but I prefer coffee. 

b
This orange juice is delicious, but I’m preferring coffee. 
5 
a
I do an English test at the moment. 

b
I’m doing an English test at the moment. 
B  Put the letters in the correct order to make sentences. Cross out one word you do not need in each sentence.
Example: 
on Saturday / football / I / with / am / friends / play / my 
I play football with my friends on Saturday. am
6
going / tonight / out / want / I / to / don’t / go
I …………………………………………………
7
having / today / I’m / a / really / have / time / nice

I’m ………………………………………………
8
test / have / we / always / having / an / on Friday / English 
We ………………………………………………
9
moment / computer / uses / is / the / using / my / Alice / at 
Alice ……………………………………………
10
in / come / I / from / am / town / a / Germany / small 
I …………………………………………………
C  Complete each question with 1–3 words. 
Example:
A:
Why are you learning English?
B:
Because I need it for my job.
A:
Do you like reading books?
B:
Oh yes, I read at least two or three books a month.
A:
(11) …………… your favourite book?
B:
A novel called The Flea Palace.
A: 
(12) …………… like it?
B:
Because it’s entertaining and has some interesting characters.
A:
(13) …………… you read it?
B:
Last year, when I was on holiday.
A:
(14) …………… wrote it?
B:
A woman called Elif Shafak.
A:
(15) …………… famous in your country?
B:
Yes, she’s one of the most famous writers in Turkey.
D  Read the text, then match the names of the people to the type of English.
aviation English    business English    legal English    medical English    scientific English    technical English    

My name’s Mustafa, and I’m studying International Management at Amman University. My best friend is called Murat, and he’s studying Chemistry at the same university. My sister Fatma started work as a doctor last year. She’s working in New York, and has to know lots of special English words for her job. My other sister, Cyra, wants to work as a lawyer for the United Nations when she finishes university. My older brother Haidar is training to become a pilot for our national airline. Next year my younger brother Hussein is starting an engineering course at a college near our home. 

Example:

Mustafa: business English
16 
Murat: …………………………

17 
Fatma: …………………………

18 
Cyra: …………………………

19 
Haidar: …………………………

20 
Hussein: …………………………

E  Complete the collocations for describing places. 

I come from Hong Kong, which is part of China. Hong Kong is a large, exciting city, with plenty of (0) tourist attractions, and if you visit, you will find plenty of things to do. If you like shopping, for example, you’ll love the shopping centres, department stores, (21) d________r boutiques and street markets. There are also theatres and museums where you can see (22) c________l events like films, plays and exhibitions. Because Hong Kong is quite a new city, there aren’t many (23) a________t monuments, but there is a lot of very impressive (24) m________n architecture. Most visitors to Hong Kong arrive at our (25) i________l airport, which is one of the busiest in East Asia.

F  Complete the second sentence in each pair so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence. Use 1–3 words in each sentence, including the word in brackets.
Example:
a
You could go to the cinema if you don’t want an expensive night out. (suggest)
b
If you don’t want an expensive night out, I’d suggest going to the cinema.
26
a
You should definitely go to the museum. (miss)

b
You ………………………… the museum.
27
a
We could go to see the new Scorsese film. (about)

b
………………………… the new Scorsese film?
28
a
The Tourist Information Office might be able to help you. (try)

b
You ………………………… the Tourist Information Office. 
29
a
The town is well known for its very good restaurants. (lots)

b
………………………… of very good restaurants.
30
a
I really think you should take a boat trip on the river. (really)

b
I can ………………………… a boat trip on the river.
Part B 
Reading, listening and pronunciation

G  Reading

Read the extract from a newspaper article. Then read the sentences below. Decide which five sentences are true.
Singlish – A unique language

Arriving in the island republic of Singapore for the first time, one of the first things I noticed was the unusual use of English. I heard local people use expressions like ‘I catch no ball’ and ‘You take 20 cents go’, which use English words, but are not expressions used in standard English. I also heard English sentences that used words I didn’t recognise: ‘I’m hungry, let’s makan.’ or ‘This food is shiok!’ It was all very different from the way people spoke English in other English-speaking countries.

At first I was confused about why so many people spoke like this, but when I started to understand a bit more about Singapore’s culture and history, I began to understand the reason. Singapore is a country of many ethnic and linguistic groups, and has four official languages, Mandarin, Malay, Tamil and English. English is the most common language, but speakers borrow words and expressions from the other three languages. Sometimes these words and expressions are translated into English, and sometimes they are left as they are. The result is a local version of English called Singaporean English, or Singlish for short. So ‘I catch no ball’ and ‘You take 20 cents go’ are translations of informal Chinese expressions, meaning ‘I don’t understand’ and ‘Go away!’ Makan and shiok are Malay for eat and fantastic. 

Singlish, like ‘real’ languages, is constantly changing, with new words and expressions being added almost daily. For many Singaporeans it is an important part of their national culture. Singlish dictionaries have been written, there are films, songs and even books in Singlish, and there are even some people who would like it to become the country’s official language. However, others think it is bad English, and that it makes Singaporeans seem less intelligent than they are. There is even an organisation called the ‘Speak Good English Movement’ (SGEM), which promotes standard English on television, on the radio and in newspaper advertisements. 

So far, the SGEM has been unsuccessful. I asked Jioti Popatlal, a language professor at Singapore University, why this might be. ‘A lot of people think that it doesn’t sound right when a Singaporean talks standard English, especially with a western accent,’ she explained. ‘We say that they jiat gentang.’ I looked confused at this new Singlish expression and asked her to translate. ‘Jiat means eat in Chinese, and gentang means potato in Malay,’ she explained. ‘Many Singaporeans think that people who speak standard English sound like they have a potato in their mouth, so we use the expression jiat gentang – eating potatoes – to describe that way of speaking.’
I nodded my head. ‘I understand,’ I said. ‘I catch ball perfectly.’ I think I’m going to enjoy using this wonderful language!

a
At first, the author didn’t know the meaning of words like makan and shiok. 
(
b
The English that people use in Singapore is similar to English in other places. 

c
The author did a course in Singapore’s culture and history. 

d
English is used more than any other language in Singapore. 

e
Singlish is a mixture of English and four other languages. 

f
Most Singaporeans speak Malay. 

g
Singlish is not just a spoken language. 

h
Not everybody thinks Singlish is a good thing. 

i
The SGEM has not managed to change the way Singaporeans speak English. 

j
People who speak Singlish sound like they have a potato in their mouth. 

k
The author likes Singlish. 

Example:
a
31
……
32
……
33
……
34
……
35
……
H  Listening

Listen to a radio interview about an international culture festival. Choose the correct answer, a, b or c.

Example:
Where is Westhaven?

a 
in the mountains 

b 
by a lake 

c 
by the sea 
36
Why is Westhaven next year’s International Capital of Culture?

a 
Everybody knows where it is. 

b 
A lot of famous people live there. 

c 
It has been a centre of culture for a long time. 
37
How many museums are there in Westhaven?

a 
two 

b 
three 

c 
four 
38
What does Alison say about the hotels in Westhaven?

a 
There aren’t enough of them.

b 
They aren’t very nice.

c 
They aren’t in a very good location. 
39
How will most people get to the cultural events?

a 
by underground railway 

b 
by bus 

c 
by taxi 
40
What will visitors to Westhaven not have to pay for?

a
events in the cultural park 

b 
events in theatres and concert halls 

c
special events in museums and art galleries 
I  Pronunciation
Listen to these phrases from the interview. How does the speaker sound? Write A (neutral intonation), B (polite and friendly) or C (unfriendly and a bit angry).
Example:
Hello, and welcome to today’s edition of Big Culture. B
41
Good morning, Martin. It’s nice to be here. ...... 
42
I don’t think that’s very fair. ...... 
43
Oh, where did you hear that? ...... 
44
Well, it’s been really nice meeting you Alison. ...... 
45
You’re welcome. Thank you, Martin. ...... 
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